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17 April 1957 



MEMORANDUM FOR TIE DIRECTOR 


Herewith is the report of General Erskine ' s trip to Burma of which 
he spoke to you the other day. 



General, USA, Ret. 
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OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 


WASHINGTON Z5, D. C. 


16 April 1957 


MEMORANDUM FOR DIRECTOR OF CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE 
SUBJECT: Trip te Burma 


Transmitted herewith is a copy of the report on my trip to 
Burma which has been submitted to the Secretary of Defense, less 
Tabs C, D, E and F. I regret that the missing enclosures are not 
available* We were furnished only two copies of the list of 
equipment desired by Burmese officials* The Attache report was also 
furnished in only two copies* 

Copies of the enclosures not Included herewith will be provided 
on a loan basis upon request* 

Enclosure /Y 

Trip Report 



Assistant to the 
Secretary of Defense 
(Special Operations) 
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OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 
WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 


16 April 1957 


MEMORANDUM FOR DIRECTOR OF CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE 
SUBJECT; Trip to Bunas 

Transmitted herewith is a copy of the report on ngr trip to 
Burma which has been submitted to the Secretary of Defense, less 
Tabs C, D, E and F. I regret that the missing enclosures are not 
available . We were furnished only two copies of the list of 
equipment desired by Burmese officials* The Attache report was also 
furnished in only two copies. 

Copies of the enclosures not included herewith will be provided 
on a loan basis upon request* 

Enclosure 
Trip Report 


G. B. ERSKINE 
General, USMC (Ret) 
Assistant to the 
Secretary of Defense 
(Special Operations) 
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

SUBJECT: Report on Trip to Burma, February-March, by General G. B. Erskine 


I departed Washington 22 February 1957 Tor Rangoon, Burma, to discuss 
mith appropriate Burmese officials the military aid and training assistance 
that may be desired from the United States by the Government of the Union of 
Buraia. Colonel Clifford Hash, USAF, and Lieutenant Colonel Guy M. Blencoe, 

USA, were assigned to accompany me by the Departments of the Air Force and 
Army respectively. Commander J. B. Sprague, USN, Naval Attache at Rangoon, 
was requested to join my group as the naval assistant upon arrival at Rangoon 
and did so. 

% group arrived in Rangoon late 25 February. On 26 February we con- 
ferred with the U. S. Ambassador, were briefed on the Burma situation, and 
accepted an agenda and travel schedule which had been arranged by the Embassy. 

On 27 February, accompanied by Ambassador Satterthwaite, we called on 
General He Win, Chief of Staff of the Union of Burma Armed Forces, who 
welcomed us and gave us a general outline of the objectives of the Burma 
Government as regards the armed forces. During this discussion General He 
Win stated that basically their plans were to smash the insurrection and 
build a defense force capable of offering reasonable resistance to external 
aggression. He also indicated a desire to have training assistance from the 
United States and to build up arms and aianunition plants in Burma. He 
briefly stated that it is now planned to operate against the insurgents 
throughout the year including the monsoon season and explained his new 
techniques of employing "flying squads" in a relentless pursuit where in- 
surgents are reported to be operating. General He Win admitted that the 
insurgents did get sense arms and ammunition through "leaks" in the armed 
forces and the Union police, but declared that most supplies came from 
external sources. He promised full cooperation with us. It was evident 
that he desired military assistance from the United States. 

Subsequent to visiting the Chief of Staff, we called upon the Honorable 
Minister of Defense, U Ba Swe, the then Prime Minister, who welcomed us and 
stated the government objectives in much the same manner as had been done by 
General He Win. He also stated that although Burma needed and wanted assist- 
ance from the United States, Burma must remain neutral. It was his desire that 
I explore the situation and talk of final arrangements later. He directed that 
I be shown everything I wanted to see and that all of my questions be answered. 

In addition to expressing his desire for U. S. weapons and technicians, 
he stated that he wanted some of his officers to visit West Point with a view 
to gaining knowledge to improve the operation and organisation of the Burma 
Military Academy. During this discussion U Ba Swe said that he hoped he would 
be able to visit the United States during April and receive medical treatment 
for a leg ailment. (The official invitation has been extended, accepted, and 
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U Ba Swe is now In Boston undergoing medical treatment . ) 

During ay farewell call on U Ba Swe in Rangoon he expressed satisfaction 
with «ur visit and appeared to be hopeful of U.S. military assistance. He 
again pointed out the necessity of Bum being neutral because of her weak- 
ness and the need for building up reasonable military strength to resist 

external aggression, which he referred to as eventually coming from Communist 
China, 


Swe emphasized to me that during ay visit I had been shown all of 
their military secrets and that I most be trusted to see that they are 
properly safeguarded. He earnestly requested that none of the information 
which x had received be transmitted under any circumstances to representatives 
of any foreign country and that it only be disseminated to U.S. military 
personnel who had an absol ute need to know . I promised to comply with this 
request as far as it is possible within my own limited responsibility. I 
assured him, however, that every reasonable precaution would be taken to 
safeguard the information that had been given to us. (This is a very sen- 
sitive point with all of the Burmese officials and should be kept in mind 
in the handling of documents submitted herewith and all discussions arising 
tn0Pefroni* / 



Talks with members of the staff of the Burma Army, Navy, and Air Force 
commenced during the afternoon of 27 February and covered the over-all 
situation of the armed forces, the insurgent situation, and general require- 
ments of the armed forces to meet government objectives as regards military 
equipment and training assistance. Similar talks were held at intervals during 
visits to various installations. Final discussions with General Ne Win and 
members of his staff were held on the afternoon of 7 March 1957 at which time 
final requests were submitted for military and technical assistance for the 
armed forces. 


On 28 February 1957 Colonel Maung Mating urgently requested a private and 
confidential conference with me in a secluded spot. We met in the Army 
Attache’s heme. Colonel Maung Maung stated that he had been directed to 
contact me and inform me of the results of a meeting which had been held 
that day by three cabinet members, including Prime Minister U Ba Swe and 
three senior military officers, including General Ne Win, himself, and one 
other. He Baid that he had been directed to inform me that these officials 
wsre extremely concerned regarding their interpretation of the term "modest” 
ttfismnt of military aid. He stated that this high-level governmental group 
was insistent that a substantial amount of equipment musfbe fumishedin 
order to prevent serious embarrassment to the government by the opposition, 
as well as loss of face internationally. 

The group was reported to consider that the decision to accept assist- 
ance from the United States, even though it be on a reimbursable basis by 
token payment, is in reality an alignment with the United States. It was 
emphasized that such an alignment would cause great damage to the government 




Approved For Release 2003/1007 : CIA-RDP80R01 731 R0003001 60002-4 


Approved For^lease 2003/10/07 : Cl^jRDP80RO17^pOOO3OO1 60002-4 NO j?oRN 


, unless s substantial amount of equipment is provided without delay to enable 
the government to prove the wisdom of its decision. As spokesman, Maung Maung 
stated that the group had grave doubts regarding the wisdom of this course 
unless they were assured that substantial assistance could be furnished and 
that implementation of an informal agreement could be carried out in a very 
expeditious manner* 

Colonel Kaung Kaung also stated that Zhukov had offered the Prime Minister 
an open invitation to send a mission to Russia at an early date to look at 
their equipment and select the types and quantities desired* Zhukov made no 
mention of any method of payment. 

In answer to ny question as to whether the Burmese realise that the 
Russians would demand payment later in a fora which might not be acceptable to 
the government, the spokesman stated that he and other members of the group 
hate Communism and Russia and desire no dealings whatsoever with the USSR* 

They were deathly afraid of any deal with Zhukov and his colleagues, but if 
substantial aid was not furnished in a reasonably expeditious manner, the 
pressures were so great they might be pushed into accepting some fora of offer 
from the Russians if they could not make arrangements elsewhere* 

With regard to these other arrangements he stated that his government was 
exhausting every possible means of finding money to purchase equipment from 
non-bloc countries and intended to do so to the limit of their ability, even 
though the United States did provide some aid. He implored me to realise that 
the situation now was simply one of a competition between the bloc and the 
United States, and it was the opinion of the Prime Minister and others rep- 
resented that Zhukov would give equipment to Burma if he feels it is his last 
opportunity to beat out the United States. 

Colonel Maung Maung stated that the cabinet considered the decision to 
accept military assistance from the United States to be the most agonising 
and difficult one with which they have been confronted* He also pointed out 
that the Burmese leaders had great fears that this type of association with 
the United States would probably cause an intensification of Communist penetra- 
tion and subversion which the Burmese Government would not be able to deal with 
unless arrangements made for military assistance could be executed in such a 
manner that it would deter any such aggressive operations by the CoisHunists, 
particularly the Chinese Cossainists. 

Colonel Maung Maung stated that he had also been directed to bring to 
my attention the concern which the high-level group had regarding statements 
that had been made to the effect that our aid would be for the suppression 
of insurgency* He emphasised the fact that the Burmese leaders are partic- 
ularly sensitive to such a program and take a dim view of assistance that 
would be provided only on the basis of stamping out insurgency. It is their 
claim that they are sufficiently equipped at the present time to deal with 
the insurgents. It was further pointed out that such a position on the part 
of both the Burmese and U,S. officials is very bad diplomacy because the giving 
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of military assistance to Burmese to «nt hi* them to Kill other Burmese wold 
certainly bo looted upon moot unfavorably by nest Burmese, the Buddhists in 
particular. The acceptance of sdlitaiy assistance for this purpose wold 
•Iso hows • damaging propaganda effect. It is the feeling of tte Burmese 
leaders that any such statement can be profitably exploited by the political 
opposition as null as the Consauniota. In ay opinion this statement of views 
is well taken. 

Subsequently* during separate conversations with Defense Minister U Ba 
Swe* General N© Min sad Colonel Aung Gyi (rice Chief of Staff Defense Services 
Any), the statements made to as by Colonel Maung Maung were verified aa being 
the opinions of these officials. These officials are very apprehensive of 
havin g any dealings with the USSR. The two colonels on more then one occasion 
expressed their grave disappointment and fears of the barter deals that bad 
already been made. It is believed that the whole group realises that the USSR 
technicians mid instructors would have to be accepted along with any equipment 
provided by the US®. Colonel Aung Gyi and Colonel Msung Haung told me on 
separate occasions that if Russian technicians were sent to Burns* these 
technicians would be worth more to the USSR than the cost of the equipment 
which might have been provided* 

On more than (me occasion X was cautioned by the senior officials who 
have been named in the above paragraphs to the effect that our policy should 
be to provide military and technical assistance to the Burmese Government |&£ 




The Honorable Defense Minister, U Ba Swe* General He Win, and Col. Aung 
Gyi (GS0-1) during ry final discussions informed as that the list of equip- 
ment submitted was that desired for provision of the necessary equipment for 
early organisation of two infantry divisions; expansion of tho Air Force to 
support these divisions; and expansion of the Wavy to meet combat requirements 
against insurgents* perform coastal patrol* and offer eome resistance to 
external aggression. These officials stated that Burma did not desire this 
assistance as grant aid because acceptance of aid on thie basis would constitute 
a definite alignment with the U.S, and the West in general. They stated def- 
initely that Burma desires to purchase the equipment included in the lists on 
a reimbursable basis. U Ba Swe further explained that the Burma Government 
desired the equipment at reduced prices if possible. He hopes that when 
payments are made, arrangements can be consummated for lending the Mount 
of these payments to the Burma Government for economic or other developmental 
purposes. 

It was strongly emphasised that all transactions In connection with any 
form of military assistance that may be authorised for Burma mast have the 
outward appearance of being a straight business deal . It was also pointed out 
that the Surma Government realised that even though they purchased military 
equipment outright , thie act In itself would be construed by the political 
opposition, and particularly Communist China and the USSR* as an alignment 
with the United States end the West* The Minister of Defense stressed the 
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fact that hia government would have to accept this risk with any consequences 
that may fallow and pleaded that the aid -wwibW- be substantial, at least in the 
eyes of the ftarmese people and potential aggressors in the Asian area* 

It was U Ba Swe*s view that even if the government received only a token 
•■ojmt of equipment, this would be looked upon as an alignment with the United 
otstos, and his government would be in a ridiculous position at heat and 
abroad in ths Asian area and would be accused of selling out to the U.S. for 
only a token amount of assistance. Be felt that since Bums had decided to 
accept thia assistance from the United States it must be in substantial 
amounts and amst be delivered without undue delay in order to save embarrass* 
menfc government and gain support for this "alignment." 

at Haymyo, Col. Aung Gyi, who is a most influential member of the 
military hierarchy, asked me to set a time for a special conference with him. 
At the time, he suggested that we walk through the part at Maymyo for our 
discussion so that we could not bo overhoard. I agreed to meet him later 
that afternoon, and did so. Instead of going to the part he took ms to a 
room at the Aray Guest House which had been placed under guard for this 
meeting. Re had various charts end maps displayed on the wall showing the 
dispositions of the Burmese forces, the intelligence reports indicating the 
location, strength and disposition of insurgents, as well as purported loca~ 
tlon of Communist Chinese across the border. 

He gave me a rather lengthy summary of the history of Burma from the 
date of its independence in 1948. He then reviewed the difficulties that 
had been encountered by the young government and likened them to those which 
confronted the thirteen colonies of the present United States. He alee 
related, in detail, the situation which existed in 1952 during the revolt 
within Burma and the confused insurgent situation that has continual from 
that time. Using charts, he explained the progress that had been made in 
regaining control of territory and elimination of insurgency. He described 
in general terms the psychological warfare program that had been conducted 
for the past two years and claimed that some results had been achieved. 

He stated that m& ny of the prominent insurgents had been school mates 
and friends of the officials of the present government and likened this 
situation to the one which existed in the United States during our Civil 
Bar. During this conference which lasted some two hours. Col. Aung Gyi 
pointed out that it was the desire of the government to suppress insurgency 
without creating deep bitterness within the country. Using another example 
from United States history, which he claimed to have studied, he referred 
to the bitterness which he believes to exist in our country today as a 
result of the fierce fighting between the north and south/ Related that 
it was the policy of the government to face up to the insurgents, the 
Communist groups in particular, and kill them off if it be necessary, but 
that it was their strong desire to win over as many of the Insurgents as 
possible to avoid the aftermath of bitterness among the suppressed people. 
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kmg Gy± demonstrated an unusual knowledge of American history which 
gave rae the impression that he endeavors to Caspars the trials and tribula- 
tions of the young Burmese Govemasnt with those of the United States during 
our early history as an independent nation* The Colonel was still disturbed 
regarding iris under*tandii4ythe (foiled States view that sdlitary aaeietance 
J* *_ v * n for the suppression ef insurgency instead of building up the 
armed fisrooo f©r defense against aggression* He was particularly sensitive 
on this point* 

, J^ s “ 0 **c«fully stated that the group of men now running the government 
naa fought determinedly to preserve the sovereignty of their country and to 
maintain the government and that they were dedicated men who would fight to 
,r»£ last ditch against revolt and aggression from any quarter* 

. , informed me that the armed forces haul voted against Zhukov* e visit 
but had been overruled by outside pressures, and further that the armed 
for ®* 8 dr »gged their feet and shown Zhukov and members of his entourage 
as little as they could get away with* He was very definite in his statement 
that he and the leaders of the armed forces at the present time wanted no 
dealings whatsoever with the USSR or other bloc countries* He feared that 
pressures would force them to accept some undesirable arrangement to provide 
5' h ® which is necessary to meet the present insurgent situation and 

build up strength for future defense* 

He al8 ° stat * d to *»* the government's estimate that the United 
States *nd the USSR would reach the peak of their military strength in I960 
or ly62* For this reason, they frequently used the term "the next five 
years," which is the period that the Burmese leaders feel they have to 
develop their maximum strength before a show-down faces them* It is their 
belief that when the United States and the USSR have developed their maximum 
military potential by 1962, these two major powers may destroy each other* 

If this occurs, Burma will be left without friends and must be prepared to 
defend herself from external aggression which is expected to come from 
Communist China* It is also the view that if by 1962 the United States 
and the USSR do not engage in an all-out war, the tension will be so great 
that small and peripheral wars will break out* In this case, Burma must be 
prepared to defend herself against external aggression because she cannot 
be assured that any major power in the free world would come to her defense 
with sufficient strength to oppose Communist China or possibly India under 
such circumstances • He considers that Burma is a choice target because of 
her geographic location, the mall population as regards its land area, 
close proximity to large nations now suffering from overpopulation, as well 
as the vast undeveloped resources to be found in Burma. 

The Burma Army has an extensive school system for dependents* The Army 
operates additional facilities at all of the major posts, using both civ ilians 
and military teachers* I visited one of the schools attended by oome 700 
children* The facilities appeared to be adequate* Classrooms are not 
crowded, and it appeared that the school was being conducted in an excellent 
manner* All children are required to learn the Burmese language* The Army 
also conducts various programs of adult education and permits attendance 
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of th * ««P»eity of the schools end school staffs by 
civilian adults residing in the comsnmlty in which the school is located* 

a< 3ditien to these school projects, the Amy has undertaken a 

If nUmb f r ot P ro > ct * to bring children from distant points to schools 

t goven^nt expense with a view to integrating the various tribes and 

x^! 16 country * After graduation, these students are encouraged 

^aSrTn^t ^^' K ^ n i^ e ’, 0r , Join th * **<*' Thl * *»• «* project la 
reaxxj a part of the psychological warfare program* 

claim to hare an extensive psychological warfare 
p pram designed to discredit Communism and influence the insurgents to 

n fT Bal i ®® cu P at ion * and Uves. I was unable because of lack of 
time to examine this program except in a casual way. The 0. S. Aray 

h/wmI f* atb ® at#d to the fact that the program was extensive and 
he believed it to be rather effective* 

. f° he i on f , 1 found • feeling of distrust of Baptist missionaries 

and members of the Baptist faith in Burma* This may, in part, be attributed 
to the fact that the Karens, probably the fiercest fighters in Burma, were 


was informed by Col. Tun Sein that his brigade is in the process of build- 

be locatad on the outskirts of Taunggyi* It is 
^ i8t L?f P ?* n8 ** that general area win be taken into 
a b ~f_°f pba f° ^®T® tb ?J wi } 1 b * oared ter, tutored, and indoctrinated 
. .^ h 0 i ? aptl< ^. falt ?' wibb a view to having them Join the Army when 
? lde io 8411(1 that wherever there was a Baptist there was 

opi ? ion was ePPlied to members of the faith of the 
hS le f afld ?® wor88 than voodooists. He frankly admitted 
plan ?f 1 10 wtotage the Baptist movement wherever possible. In 

2r!^° n8 , r !5! rdlng other ^Uglott® faiths. Tun Sein stated that 
® f other faiths were all most cooperative and were not looked upon 
as potential trouble makers. 

® T J terms of reference and at the request of Ambassador 
Satterthwaite, I endeavored on several occasions to bring up the situation of 

f olice for discussion, but on each occasion ay questions 
were parried in such a manner as to indicate that they did not desire to 

fc J® day before *V departure I pointedly asked Col. 
t *** de8i I! J me 10 discuss possible assistance with some of 
he nion of Burma Police officials* He replied that it was unnecessary. I 

♦kJ? J? ntioned that I had received a query from the police which indicated 
that they were Interested in discussing assistance with as* Aung Gyi became 
rtled and asked me who had contacted me. I stated that I did not desire to 
ff™ away a confidence. He then stated that no one had authority to bring 
tbab m up ^hh me or to discuss it with me without his approval. He 
requested me to give him the name of the person who had made the query so 
that he could imsediately take disciplinary action. I reminded him that he 
and I were friends and that it was ny policy never to betray another friend, 
and I could not comply with his request because if I did so he, too, would 
probably lose confidence in ate. He then said he would arrange for me to have 
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• meeting with some of the police officials before ray departure, but he never 
» aid eo. 

Discussions with various military officers gave me the distinct Impression 
that there is little trust and confidence by the Armed Services in the Onion 
military Police* The Union Military Police Is a separate organisation under 
the minister of Home Affairs and is not considered by the military to be very 
md. trained or reliable. Present plans provide that forty percent of the 
occupation troope in areas sieied from insurgents will be Union Military 
The8# police units will be under eonsnnd and operational control 
of the Array Commander assigned to the area. Administration will remain with 
the parent organisation. 



'"he military situation regarding the Insurgents, the external situation, 
and the Burma Army and Air Force is included in the Attache report enclosed 
herewith as Tab C. The navy situation is ineluded in Tab F. 

During discussions with various officials including Colonels Aung Gyi, 
Maung Maung and Tun Sein (Commander of 4th Brigade, stationed in the Shan 
State), I was personally and confidentially informed additionally as follows! 

(1) The government does not plan to conduct further military operations 
against the KMT if the situation can be handled by other means. It is 
presently planned to subvert the KMT organisation and "buy off" their 
leaders. This plan is reported to be cheaper in the long term. Colonels 
Aung Gyi and Tun Sein claim that the KMTa have been successfully penetrated 
by the Burmese and that negotiations with the sore important KMT leaders 
were being conducted at the time of ray visit. 

(2) The KMT have been receiving arms and supplies via the Cbing Mai 
route from Thailand. It was alleged that General Phao was aware of this 
and had profited from this traffic, 

(3) I was informed that U.S. caliber 30 carbines can be bought in 
various places in Burma for $60.00 each and that these weapons continue 
to be brought in from Thailand. It waa iaplied that the carbines were 
coming through Thai police sources and that the weapons were from stocks 
furnished by the Onited Mates. 

(4) The insurgent Karens have been mainly supplied from Thailand and 
had paid for the arms and supplies with wolfram mined in the Karen State. 
The more important wolfram mines are now under the control of the Burmese 
Army. 

(5) Colonels Aung Gyi and Tun Sein both informed me that the Thais had 
agents and radios with the KMTs and Karen insurgents and frequently com- 
municated with these groups. 

(6) These officers also advised me that the Chinese Nationalists 
maintain military representatives at Bangkok under Embassy cover to 
arrange for and provide supplies to the KMT group. (This report is 
true. The Chief of the group ie « ChiNat major general.) 

r m m ; T 
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(7) Contrary to various intelligence report* regarding the Burma Road 
I found that section of the road over which X traveled mm 25 or 30 adl ea 
to be a t mNlane highway, surfaced with macadam* Col. Tun Sein informed 
ae that he had traveled with Chou en Lai a distance of 120 adles acrosa 
the border into China over the Bunas lead and that the condition ofthe 
«»*d was excellent and of the same type of construction* He believed that 
there were many wore wiles of excellent Burma Road beyond the point in 
China to which he had traveled with Chou en Lai. 


During ear stay in Burma we viaited a number of military installations, 
a brief suwmajy of the itinerary and cements on units visited is attached 
as Tab B. 


During our discussion of mobility factors regarding ground force organ- 
isation, the Burmese brought out the fast that the Government of Burma owns 
400 elephants which are used from time to time in military operations. Xfc 
was stated that over 100 elephants were used to carry artillery, aassaition, 
and heavy loads during the last significant operations against the EHTs in 
the vicinity o t Hong Heat. Photographs were produced which were taken during 
this operation which showed elephants crossing the Salween River with their 
pack loads. These photographs also disclosed a novel movement of artillery. 
Twenty five pounders were broken down into loads suitable for elephant packs. 
The elephant is said to carry a load of 800 pounds for at least six hours, 
but they require very special care and handling in order to keep them in 
proper shape. It was interesting to note that the elephant had been used 
successfully in mountainous regions with such heavy loads. The Burmese 
consider the elephant to be a very valuable means of mobility in the handling 
of any heavy loads that they may have within their military forces, even 
though their movement may be very slow. 

During our observations and various discussions the Burmese officers 
repeatedly endeavored to Impress upon us the enthusiastic spirit of their 
troops. The watchword of the forces is "Vfe do it ourselves » w There ware 
various manifestations of this spirit in the demonstrations that were provided 
for us. 


Burma is extremely short of personnel with technical training of 
sufficient level to operate and maintain various types of modern military 
equipment. This fact is realised, and efforts are being made to train as 
many individuals as possible in certain trades and technical schools in 
order that this shortage may be overcome. It appears that within the 
limitations of funds available, a very sound training plan has been developed 
and is being executed. The Burmese officials realise that many improvements 
must be made in this program. There is a very great shortage of qualified 
instructors. Requests for instructors and technicians for assignment to 
various technical and trade schools are included in the enclosed reports 

for the Army, Navy and Air Force. 

/ 

The Burmese officials desire U.S. instructors and technicians on a 
contract basis. They insist that the contracts must be written so as to 
Indicate that the contract is a straight business deal with the Burma 



Approved For Release 2003/10iCp7 : CIA-RDP80R01 731 R0003001 60002-4 



Approved Foi^^lease 2003/1 


CIA-RPP80R01 7^R0003001 60002- 


Government. Retired officers and civilians are acceptable as military 
instructors provided they are certified to have the necessary professional 
knowledge and ability to perform the tasks to which they will be assigned. 

It mas impossible to get a clear statement regarding any organisation that 
would he suitable for U.S. representation, even though it is disguised, as 
far as the Instructor and toehnician group is concerned because the Burmese 
officials themselves could not agree, at the time, on the beet method of 
handling such a contract with our people. They have a variety of contrasts 
at the present time with the Swedes, Israelis, Yugoslav*, Japanese and 
British. 

Burmese officials are extremely shy of any "organisation* of military 
Instructors and technicians who may be procured on contract because sf 
their disappointing experience with the British Mission. I was repeatedly 
informed that the British Mission deliberately prevented the proper train- 
ing and development of the Burma Armed Forces end that their control group 
(planning group) was arbitrary, wasteful of time and money, and dedicated 
to preventing the armed forces from developing cohesive strength. The 
Burmese are prone to insist upon direct control and supervision of all 
persons employed on a contract in any capacity. It is believed, however, 
that further negotiations can arrive at an arrangement whereby military 
instructors and technicians can be provided on a structure similar to a 
MAAG, but on a civilian contract basis. 

In reply to sy inquiry regarding the channels for communication concern- 
ing matters which might not be entirely clear in our report, I was informed 
by Col. Aung Gyi and Gen. Me Win that the channel must be from the U.3. 

Defense Department through the U.S* Any Attache at Rangoon. I informed 
them that it would be necessary in many eases for our Ambassador to partic- 
ipate or be involved in some of these transactions and it was agreed that 
the channel may pass through the U. S. Ambassador but should be transmitted 
to the Burma military authorities by the A ray Attache* Z aeked whether it 
was Intended to bypass the Burma Foreign Office and was clearly told that 
the Burma Foreign Office would have nothing to do with matters which had 
been discussed. In reply to my inquiry as to whether or not the Burmese 
Military Attache or the Burmese Ambassador in Washington should be contacted 
pertaining to matters ire had discussed, I was definitely informed by these 
earn officers that the Burmese Ambassador or Military Attache should not be 
contacted on any matter pertaining to the armed forces. It was even suggested 
that we not even inform them that we had visited Burma. 

It is suggested that these matters be borne in mind in further dealings 
with the Burmese Government with reference to the armed forces or any military 
assistance, at least initially. 

Colonels Aung Gyi and Maung Maung Informed me that they desired pro- 
fessional assistance with the intelligence school as a separate project. 

In reply to my inquiry regarding the type of project that was desired, I 
was informed that it was to be solely an armed forces activity. 

No commitment s of any kind wore made to any Burmese officials by members 
of my group. In fact, we stressed the point that we were in Burma to familiar- 
ise ourselves with the military situation, discuss requirements, and report on 
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The Navy has vary little capability because of the lack of adequate 
equipment, repair facilities, and trained personnel* This unit is 
reported to have acquitted itself in a very satisfactory asnner, 
particularly during river operations in support of ground forces* 

The level of technical training iB very low, and efforts are being 
made to improve this situation* Considering other snail Asian countries, 
it is thought that the Buraeee naval officers, many of whom have had 
foreign schooling, are above average* 

g. The Burmese have a very sound concept for their school system for 
training personnel but are seriously handicapped by the lack of 
training aids and qualified instructors* They appeared to be doing 
a satisfactory Job on their own with their limited facilities* They 
have done an excellent Job with the facilities that are available 
but realise the deficiencies which exist* It Is planned to expand 
the facilities and the scope of instruction and increase the number 
of trainees if assistance is provided by the United States, and 
U*S. instructors and technical assistants can be provided on a 
contract basis* 

A factor which may affect the situation to some extent, and which 
may become more serious with the provision of equipment which has 
been requested, is the lack of sufficient personnel within the 
country who have a suitable level of education to absorb the neces- 
sary training to qualify them to maintain and use many types of 
modern equipment* It was impossible for us to arrive at any 
definite conclusion as regards this important factor because of 
the brevity of our visit. 

RECOMMENDATIONS : 

a. It is recommended that favorable consideration be given to providing 
military assistance on a reimbursable basis to the Burma Government 
for the organisation of one division on an austere basis In accord- 
ance with the plan outlined in Tab D at an early date and that equip- 
ment for the second division included in that enclosure be provided 
subsequently on an austere basis* It is our opinion that the Burmese 
Army has sufficient qualified personnel at the present time to profit- 
ably utilise the amount of equipment requested for the first division 
and can develop a training base for utilisation of equipment requested 
for the eecond division within two years. 

b. It is recommended that favorable consideration be given to providing 
the aircraft with maintenance and training assistance that will be 
required for adequate support of these two divisions* 

c* It is recommended that favorable consideration be given to providing 
such naval craft and facilities which may be required to support the 
ground forces in operations against the insurgent forces and conduct 
limited coastal patrol. 
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d. If favorable consideration is given to the provision of any 

equipment or assistance to the Burmese Government, it is recommended 
that it be delivered without delay an d in sufficient amount to 
capitalize on the psychological factor which would be involved 
in this transaction* If assistance is to be given, it is believed 
that early and substantial deliveries of equipment win be of prime 
political significance* 
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should jot h. coated to any specific «urs. of action at this time, 
attempt iS d<,airaU ' that 

forces. *■ ^ pro P° sad expansion and/or reorganisation of Burmese 

h. Present equips,,* status of Burmese forces, 
e. Equipment deficiencies under present organisation. 

d. Equipment desirmd by Burmese and purpose for which desirrf. 

e. Method by which Burmese propose to acquire equip™*. 
f * Burmese training deficiencies. 

B. Burnses, plans for rectifWngiraining deficiencies. 


, Gordon Gray 

Assistant Secretary of Defense (ISA) 
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BURMA ITHSRARY ASP WrgJ 


2? . VU -».aa r, ?.M. - Brief visit to Haval iwckyard, short cruise on !B3 
YatawlioS end 1»@*rdBd UBS Msyu fir lunch. The S3S Xataaabon is a very 
modem paisa! vessel capable of waJciag 36 .mots* The hull and. most 
structure is alusdnum, being a new aritiah desi-gc. Its ananmant cot® ists 
of two 2*? pdr dual mounted gpns in turret forward and two lift with two 
bO mas forward and two aft. It appears to be an excellent craft for the 
inland waters and coastal patrols of Rums* The Burner now have two of 
■the to - boats with at least four more or order from Great Britain. Two 
British technicians are on duty to imilisarlse the crew* with the vessels. 

The &"■ V%yu is an old frigate which appears to be useful for coastal 
patrol and Halted operations in the lower ra aches of the mala, rivers of 
Burma. 

S B Fg &ru a iy, \.M. - Visited Burma Mr Force Station, MtagaladLoo, toured 
the iaaiuwenancc facilities of the Communications Squadron {cct^osed of C-47# 
Cessna l6o and Mght Bell Bsliocpters) and the Advanced Flying Unit (composed 

of r ' British Vampire Aircraft). Spare parte are practically non-cnciatant. 

Txcs-.i lent hasyor apace is available, .air machine gunnery and light rocket 
practice is conducted alongside the air strip with little regard to safety 
precautions* Officials reported thao to accidents had occurred as a result 
of „icse practices. A demonstration of acrobatics was given by a pilot in 
an i fourth-band Spitfire. Flight charts and records of the operations 
offices appeared to ha well kept end well thought out. 

the sxv>up was then airlifted to Burma Air Force Base, Bascwbi, whore a 
tour of tie mintanance facilities and operations of the First Fighter 
Basafccr icaron was cut^pleted. Sht madron is equipped with obsolete 
British spitfires and Seaflree. 

Visiio & the uaratroop school at iinaWbi. This school has rather limited 
fsc'Ltltits wkica nave recently bees, constructed. Training aids, including 
a Jnap tower vita inclined cable, west well constructed and maintained. She 
school vras reccauly urganizou. by two young Burmese Army officers Who grsduated 
frars the COUi*00 iiw Fort Banning. A dSB^natration of training techniques 
was given, lads was followed ay dropping two sticks of paratroopers. 

\lh ugh the facilities are extrs.acwly limited, the product of this phase 
of puratx-oop 'training seamed Lo oe tuiceptioaally well done. As the last 
stick of - troopers were approaching the ground, the deasonstraoion announcer 
said, ^Gcatleasa; you are asr wawuu*..g the finest paratroops in the world*' 
Morale was high* Baportes indicated that JlSb students bed been qualified by 
the school, with only two iny^ries, -se a broker ankle, the other a sprained 
leg. The trip to and from llngaledon to Hmsubi was made by helicopter flown 
by Burco&a pilots who appeared to Isnuile them well. It is planned that six 
battalions of infantry will bo trained as paratroops. 

7i63 ted the Becruit Trailing Depot and observed these troops perfuming 
close order drill and physical exercise. It was well conducted - British 
style. 
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Obsarred bas ie artillery training by recruit* on 25 pdrs, 76 an peck 
bowitners (Yugoslav), 120 mm sartnrs (Xagoslav), and 1*0 mm Bofors anti- 
aircraft guns. All of these ucerelea* appeared to be veil conducted and 
with smartness. IBxm battery of 40 as Bofors is a recent acquisition team 
Sweden. Deo Swedish officers on contract, in civilian garb, were supervising 
this training. 

1 March. A.M. - Arrived Mandalay. Visited supply center* Shis supply center 
also contains a disciplinary cantonment. She main svqply base has been 
recently consrtructed and oonalats mainly of ten new brick end concrete 
storehouses, approximately 1D0* x 300' • She storehouse area is well laid 
out a ad is nearing completion, Several of the buildings are now being used 
for storage of ammunition. Adjacent to the storehouse area there is located 
a aagasine Which consists of sene 50 buildings mostly constructed of concrete. 
The general layout end design indicated that they were probably designed with 
Japanese engineer assistance, a greet many of the b uildings were not provided 
with cafo e nfc m nnt a, and thare appeared to be a ccaudderhhle fire hasard from 
overgrown grass, although water lines and hydrants had been provided through- 
out the earn* 1 called this to the attention of ay assorts Who stated, that 
these facts were realised, but they had act bean able to get around to 
providing all of the precautions* This supply center at Mtadalsy is soon 
to beccaae the main supply base for the northern Ccmsaad* Xt will also be 
the center for all ordnance sad transportation repairs (third and fourth 
echelon) of the Northern Coma nd* X was informed that the base will be 
fully operational within four months of the date of ay visit. 

* - Arrived by autaacfcile at Msymyo. 

g Harcfc. A,M. • visit to the Officers Training School. Uhls school trains 
cadet officers in a two-year course* The cadets ccm from sources other 
than the Military Academy* Meager facilities existed but were neat, orderly 
and well run* Activities observed included physical training Which consisted 
of shout one platoon undergoing various fores of physical training, including 
Judo and bayonet fighting* The bayonet training was Japanese style* The 
students were provided with the various masks, wooden rifles, etc*, used by 
the Japanese. Six sets of this special bayonet training equijemst have been 
purchased far use by various units of the Burma Army* Evidently a considerable 
amount of effort is devoted to all forms of physical training in order to 
prepare these young officers for rigorous field, duties. 

f tVm> animal transport dem on s trati on consist ed of a pack wO* company 
which was handled by student officers. These students are required to spend 
at least two full days packing various types of equipment and supplies on 
the trail durin g their course. The animals were small mules mmsi*** to 
those used by the Marines in Nicaragua. The pack sad d le s had been procured 
fraa India. All equipment was in excellent shape, except the leather which 
had not been properly caved for* The demonstration was carried out in an 
excellent manner. 
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; _ ♦ The assault courts demonstration. The assault group consisted of o ns 

pXstoon which advanced over a mined area which had been so laid as to re p re sent 
artillery and mortar fire. Live aasaaaition was used. Numerous smoke grenades 
were eB^li^red. The course mm laid over very rugged terrain where visibility 
mis difficult. The demonstration was carried out in an excellent manner and 
with a great deal of elan on the part of the participants. There appeared to 
b f safety precautions because the students advanced through the 

mined field while the mines wars being exploded. One student was too close 
m om of the mines when it exploded and was blown about five feet in the air, 
flo notice was taken of him for the moment, but he was later evacuated to the 
hospital by ambulance. My inquiry ths following day alicited the information 
that he was not seriously hurt. They appeared to think he had been slightly 
careless, Thie was an excellent demonstration. 

Public speaking course. This class consisted of so me SO students in the 
lecture hall, Hseh student was required to give a 15 to 20 minute talk on a 
subject of hie own choice, While I was present, the first student spoke on 
forestation and the woods of Burma. It was delivered in English and appropriate 
displays were made. His performance was excellent. The next presentation, 
which appeared to be rather extemporaneous, vas a political speech delivered 
by one of the stddents on call by the instructor. This talk was given in 
Burmese which I did not understand, but I got the impression that he was a 
lorceful and convincing speaker although a very young man. It was explained 
to me that the Burma Amy considers It to be necessary that all officers be 
able to speak publicly and to refute charges made by radical and Coisminiet 
speakers in the localities where these officers serve. It is the present plan 
of the Burma Amy to require its officers to make speeches to the population 
„ in newly occupied areas which have been seised from insurgents and to do a better 
job than the Comcjunist speakers do. Colonel Aung Oyi, who accompanied me on 
this occasion, stated "We* 11 beat the Coaamists by out-tailing them if they 
will not com out in ths open and fight” and said this concept was the reason 
for training all officers in public speaking. 

Visited the Burma SlectricaL and Mechanical Engineer (Northern Command) 
Workshop. Ths workshops, according to British designation, correspond very 
closely to our maintenance units. This workshop was a fairly complete organi- 
sation which was housed in temporary buildings, mostly with thatched roofs and 
woven bamboo walls. It was iowaculately clean ami appeared to be well super- 
vised and administered. Ms were briefed on the workshop organisation and 
repair and inspection procedures. It is also a training school for repairmen 
in the various branches, .This workshop was responsible for repair of weapons 
and motor transportation. 'The tools available were extremely limited. The 
main force consisted of civilians who were experienced in their particular 
lines. Student soldiers acted as assistants and received on-the-job training. 

In addition to on-the-job training, these students were also given a consid- 
erable amount of theoretical and classroom instruction. The whole concept of 
training specialists in this work shop appeared to be very sound, iiach student 
me required to make his own set of tools which he would use in hie assignment 
as a technician after leaving the school, A demonstration waa given in the 
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tflflwtntllng and reassembling of a jesp. Slat mm participated in this denonatra- 
’ ^hey disassembled and reassembled the jeep, including the removal of the 

radiator and water therefrom, removal of wheel*, body, steering wheel and other 
detachable part* from the chassis, within a period of three minutes. The moral* 
of the entire organisation appeared to be very high. Everyone seemed to be 
proud of the work he was doing. 

Visited the Burma Army engineer Regimental Depot. A briefing mas given 
covering the organisation of the training course followed by a demonstration 
cw »®ing training exercise. This water crossing training exercise 
ma* held on a snail pond and was carried out in an excellent manner. 2xplo~ 
live charges were laid in the pond and on the beach to represent artillery 
fire. The tactical principles employed closely paralleled those for river 
crossings in our own services. Canvas boats, some with outboard motors, were 
used for moving ths troops across the water after the exercise began. It was 
an excellent exercise which was carried out with a great deal of enthusiasm. 

Here again, many safety precautions seemed to be disregarded with a result 
that one of the planted charges bl*w one of the boats completely out of the 
water a few seconds after the troop* had debarked. No casualties were 
apparent however. A demonstration in assembling a Ballsy Bridge was also 
executed in a very satisfactory manner. 

v “ Departed Mayrayo for Heho where we arrived at 0900. Prom Heho we . 

'***?-• recreational tour to Inle lake via 3ta«ghwe, after which we arrived 
at * alaw at 1500. From Kalaw 1 went to Aungban which is ths station of a 
mountain artillery unit. The mountain artillery unit put on a demonstration 
of a pack battery going into action. This unit was equipped with horse* which 
haa been procured from Yugoslavia. The demonstration, including reconnaissance, 
location of the battery, going into action, loading, laying, and simulated 
firing, was carried out very closely to a school solution. The only incident 
observed which varied from approved technique was that one of the pack horses 
became excited and bucked off his load, returned to Kalaw at 1800. 

ki&SBft - Departed Kalaw for Lawksawk via Plndaym. The Defense Staff School 
near Uwksswk was visited enroube. It is a small installation which ths Eur~ 
mss* hope to develop to be a counterpart of our Coiwsand and General Staff 
school. Claeses average about 30 student a. Instructors are probably fairly 
well qualified, being graduates of various foreign military schools. There 
is a great shortage of up-to-date instructional material and manuals. U. 3* 
material is desired. Contract instructors have also been requested from the 

from the Defense Staff School we traveled by auto to Aungban where I 
tiaa previously observed the demonstration by the mountain artillery unit, 
thence by Cessna plans to Lawksawk where I visited the installation of the 
Defense Services Acadeay (Military Acadeay). This installation is small, 
well laxd out, and le provided with various classrooms and facilities on a 
most austere basis. The barracks occupied by the cadets were immaculate 
and well kept. The cadets who were observed appeared to be well disciplined 
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• and military in their appearance. My visits to the lecture hall, classrooms, 
and physios and chemistry laboratories indicated a great scarcity of equipment, 
particularly In the laboratories. The sehool la headed by a civilian, but the 
majority of inatructors ere coirroissioned officer* of the Aroy. The instruction 
which I observed teas carried out in a very satisfactory manner. 

The next stop was to observe the operation of the Bunas Any Combat Forces 
School. At this place I visited the various schools and observed the instruc- 
tion being carried out. Among those visited seres Armored Wing, which was 
presenting instruction on methods of attack by armored troops t the Artillery 
Wing, which was presenting technical instruction (parallelism); the Artillery 
Wing (Signals Branch), which was conducting a class to familiarise students 
with the techniques required for finding faults and capabilities of changing 
valves; the Lady Officers* course, which consisted of aome 12 lady commissioned 
officers who were undergoing close order drill; the company commanders* course 
which was conducting a terrain exercise; the eonbined veterinary and remount 
depot which has recently been constructed and stocked. 

The purpose of the Remount Depot is to breed animals for the combat forces. 
Approximately 100 mares have been procured from Yugoslavia and appear to be a 
staunch breed for tbie particular purpose. The Jacks were procured in various 
localities, mainly Mexico. The installation is modem in every respect. The 
sanitation and organisation of this depot appeared to be of an extraordinarily 
high standard. 

( Hotel Several days before departing from Kalaw on this trip, I was 
aakad whether X preferred to go to Lawk cask by plane instead of automobile* 

It was pointed out at the time that tl*e roads were difficult and the trip 
would be time-coneuraing by car. I stated that I would prefer to go by air if 
it were possible. Upon leaving Kalaw on the morning of the 4th, we proceeded 
to Aungban (Mountain Artillery Unit) where four Cessna planes were parked. 

Upon arrival there Z remarked that I did not see the air strip which mm 
located alongside the artillery encampment during my previous visit for the 
demonstration and wondered why X had been such a poor observer* Col. Aung 
Gyi and others proudly stated that the air strip was not there three days ago 
and inforoad ass that it had been built for sy convenience during the last two 
days. The strip was far from ideal, tut it did serve the purpose.) 

The Lawksawk area constitutes a ccmbat training area for the Arty. The 
area now available is about 13 sdles square and contains varied terrain which 
appeared to be suitable for almost any type of tactical training except 
amphioious and cold weather training. However, amphibious training can be 
conducted in the Inle Lake area which is nearby, and cold weather training 
can be conducted in the Himalayan Fountain area warn distance away. This 
training area appeared to be suitable in every way for modem training and 
sufficient for the forces available. However, I was informed that another 
large tract of land which is adjacent to the area is now being surveyed as a 
preliminary to being taken over by the government as an extension of the present 
area. 

5 March - Observed a live firing demonstration of an advance guard battalion 
reinforced by a battery of pack howitsere, a battery of 120 wa Yugoslav 
mortars, and a platoon of tanks. This advance guard battalion encountered 
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e a action of the screen of the retreating enemy. 

' .nJZ*** d !^? jred * bb * artillejy and mortars went into action* the tanks 
o m .J*?*^* by ^ nfarrtr 5 r> The troops approached within at least 

swm ** ^ e * r ^^-* r 3 r concentrations before the fire was lifted to sob- 

i ^ i* ets * biv ® aa»mition was used throughout the demonstration* The 
^anK-inrantry teams functioned excellently. The coordination of fire and 
tb * Tirut quality. This was an impressive demonstration 
r™;.!: ' Rume *f demonstrated the** belief in artillery fire by the in- 
r 1 ^ of the concentration. It was well done, and 1 was 
T . h the w ® oth »*»« with whioh the demonstration was conducted. 

‘ . tnat an y °ther Asian artsy unit can put on a better demonstration 
than this one. 

, * the demonstration area near Lawksawk for Taunggyi which is to 

Win rH 2^^ ea f qu i!r fcer ® ^ be ^cwth Burma Brigade. This unit headquarters 
in „ an iffif ce Taun f^ ri with ^ six months. A small garrison Is now oecupy- 

thf t ^ ??*Jj* r * ? Ub . #e ® ms t0 be 4 ® in « a ff 00 ^ with the facilities 

*>wL available. A display of the various rations available to Burmese 
^ ven at this command. The various components of the ration 
ppe&red to be suitable to the Burmese but most of the components would not 
6 acceptable, except in an emergency, by the United States soldier. The 
various pacKs which had been designed for these different rations under 

t hi s°pro ject ^ l0nS ° f Mnrice indicatod that much thought had gone into 

J«Parted Taunggyi for Heho by automobile. Departed Heho by air 
or , exxtela. Keiktela is the training center for the Burma Air Force. 
v>eparate discussion is included in the Air section of this report covering 
this u&se. Although there are limited facilities, the organisation and 

f Ch ^ 0l \ at thi * P lace se cmed to be very well carried out. 
Departed Heiktela for Rangoon. 

feSES* ** ^ i8 J t * d , Burraft Amy Ordnanee Workshop (ordnance plant) in 
^ * Tb * s workshop is equipped with a miscellaneous variety of equip- 

meat *rom several countries and is producing 9 mm. ammunition and very light 

^ f”? ) * Cetaila cf our vlslt to this installation 

1(1 the section of this report. Plans 

of thi * effort Cor the production of 303 rifle ammunition 
and artillery and mortar projectiles. 

, , EsE* *• Final talks with General Ne Win and menkera of the staffs of 

the amed services. 

£ . 2'ajg l s ~ Visited the Armed Forces Intelligence School. A briefing was given 
by the Staf* on organization and operations of the Armed Forces Intelligence 
System and the school. A very limited a-nount of equipcaent and training aids 
were available. The building was suitable but in need of many repairs. 

in the conduct of this school is desired. See basic memorandum 
for additional information, 

farewell call made on the Honorable Prime Minister (U Nu) who invited 
me to return aa soon as possible. 

Lunched with the Honorable Minister of Defense who expressed his earnest 
nope that arrangements could be made for military and technical assistance 
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Departed Rangoon 2145 via Fan American Airways* 
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OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 


26 April 1957 


MEMORANDUM FOR MR. ALLEN DULLES 


I am transmitting herewith for your information 
an amendment to the report which I submitted on my 
visit to rBurma„under the date of 15 April 1957. 


Enclosure as stated 


G. ii ERSKINF r <-^7 

General, USMC-ARet ) 

Assistant to the Secretary of Defense 
(Special Operations) / 
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OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 


APR ?, 13 1957 


f-iO; U 


mnuuasm twK thjs &a*eri stcasrAjw t# writfsi; 

’iii& assistant saaugiw a ucTkiSt usriwwsiGML 

Si&Mllt tfYAlll) 

IHk CiUIRJttlU jam DU4TS UK ST#F 

SUbJeCT; b«m Trip fioport 

jam Sebject; to tuc Secretary of Deioaie Iron General 
rskiee dated IS April 1957 


i conferred with the iloaorabie 0 Ua •»*»* Sinister of ifefoase 
of Lome, to clarify cor tain points pertaiaiag to ®y visit to boras 
ami cuttver sa tioss with representatives of the barm Armd forces, 
hesults of «nr conversations wore as follows; 

(a) hear® seatati ves of the Armd Forges while la Baras insisted 
Uat neuoti atitfwnsaniatteri to be take* «p for clarification ia 
connection wits IS* provision of assistance to Ua Garun Ansed Forces 
should Be uroaoh the Aw Attache at Ban anaa. aad_Rot throayh fqreijia 
«,Tflee~ eSaSiala . y Ua Swe s tated that a# kaew Uat this was the 
desire - of certain officials of the vrwed Forces bat Uat he had con- 
sidered the natter terioasly. de 0 90 desires that c^ w aalCdtiens 
regarding all these miters he «oadact»4 -.b^-tlm a ppro priat e 
official ia Hashi ng too tltr o aoh oat Ambassador ia barm and the foaraa 
Fore 15 a RTf ice. datura which are te be take* up locally my be 
passed to the barm Anbassador or Military Attache in Hashiagton, as 
appropriate. This coast! t a to s c reversal of the procedure givea to 
no by the Araed Forces officials ia Raoguoa. 

lb) X brought apatite wetter regard ) m i nfifi i taace fea- thepoli ce - 
ll 290 d program) and suggested Uat possible assistance could be 
given at an early tim through fit ads available which ace not earmarked 
for military assistance, the honorable U Ba Swe said Uat he felt 
Uat he shotild tall ne amt Uat t he dons hi ulster had requested bin 
to permit police o fficials t o cosie r wiU an daria g m ci»lt_ nt 
Raagooa ai^ tFaT he. as Prime Mlaisur i t tM_ tiw», disapproved this 
rsgasst. ~ B FTSTri^a and s ow that this was amttar fc^_t hc Baarne_ 
Government to handle within their own cons try . Us also suud Uat 
Ua AxendTotCeh bfEarm co nstitu tes Ue mia law oaf orceiae at^aguagy 
gjBBa ismnrpad TiMrTS r^ under the Araa^ Eftggei. 

whoa engaged ie law eaforeemat. Ba cwasidered it tfce^a^ifiWlity 
of the Aracd F orces to see that th e police operating mder their 


r-s ^ 
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c ob trv 1 or ~ »rutferl_y e n*l l>j>sil Mi trailed l og the duties assigned 
$© then while under Armed Forces ceatroi. It was quite evident 
that hfc jtoeg o ut desire a#y Indepe n dent diacussioas or negotiations* 
,wf.tlL_i ?• c po lice^ He firmly Mated also that any inst ruct ors that 
m ay ha require d by t he poli c; should be provided through the Armed 
Forccf, it the vrrned forces decided that such instructors - wTre 
required. 


<ci X informed him that U/ioue i Aung Oyi aad Colonel Ma u»g __ 

Aa uag h ad informed me th a t they desired ass i «!■>»«* Sar~thcir intelli- 
ye ace sciu>ei_as a separate Armed Forces project. He, concurred in the 
vieuToT these officers but stated that this project was only 3 part 
oi the over-all project to assist the Armed Forces to bacons stronger 
and that t he t irst priority must be ylvea to stru ng then! ay the Armed 
£orotif^ mai aly tie Army and' Air Force, lie desires that this* project 
bo undertaken simultaneously with the over-all plan to improve the 
situation of the «»rmed Forces. 

(d) While i was in Burma, the Armed ciitMJk stall w Hears MSI a, 
insistent, that J a ftrbCtAfTf and 4 ^cAal cal per«oanal aklflk may be OTO- 
Tridea . "on a con trypt nasla "»4 that e ach individual sign a senaraii- 

contract wit?i the Burma Govenaant. They also stated that these 
personnel would receive instructions directly from the department 
under which they would work, rt ^y Hid not dfetige any coordinating 
elysaents from the United states. The Honorable 0 B a Swe stated t int 
he understood this problem sad tha desires ol his stall' officers. 

Ho further sta too that it would be necessary lor each individual to 
sign a separate contract with his government in order to maintain the 
out.mrd appearance oi noa-ai ligament, but he did agree to qy e r-alL- 
. su^-gyi si on by persoa n ul attac' .^ u to the i>ei<*nW Minis try. ua a separate 
contract with the government, iv coordinate and supervise all of tha 
personnel that may be provided by arrangement with the unituu States, 
he also explained turn the o rganization desi red should 00 sim ilar tn 
unx MACS but wit h a lesso r ’~a uj5er"oT "p a r sonnel assign ed, with each 
individual on a separate con tract, in order to enable* his government 
tw maintain the fiction oi not having any attaehmeat tw» the united 
Status. 

The Honorable u Ba Swe does nut now have definite plans oecuusu 
oi tiie uncertainty of the length ox Use that will be required for 
completion of medical treatment ho is now receiving in ttosiuit, but 
, at a tod that he desired to have an opportunity to mee t the senior 
uiliciais of _ our gover nment, visit various mining projects In the 
otoited States and certain military organizations. He speciiicaliy 
stated that he desired to visit the airborne units at Fort Bragg, 
observe the operations froia an aircraft carrier, visit a Nike 
installation in the wear vicinity of Washington, the Naval *cuu emy, 
possibly the military Academy and such other military installations 
as we feel he should see in order to broaden his outlook on military 
allairs. Be also stated that he would give us a suggested itinerary 
through the Burma Wiltary Attache at an early date. 
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, fyxee.wlttu Melius rvtetauc* id •» *£ tki§ «UV», It *« 
Mtariv rLtwStud that copies oi Ud* raenoraaduG be attawwd tu 
con.iderSd M « «*«***“ tw that docu^ut. 

^ > ■ y 


,y* 


/y 


G. a, Jiiia.lii ' 

General , USiC (Ret) 
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